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Name of God). The corner blocks are the name
Allah. Iranian Muslims often hang representa-
tions of these words over the entrance of their
homes, work places or places of worship.

Above: Bismillah,
Maryam Tabatabai,
33 x 52inches.
Right: Neyshabur,
Michelle Gilder, 33

Neyshabur is the birthplace of Omar Khayyam,
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the local environment, and especially the city’s
Imamzadeh Mahruq Mosque, which is a master-
piece of Islamic architecture and tile work. The
three words in the quilt are the names Allah,

52inches. ‘the Persian mathematician, philosopher, poet
Below: Spiritual and astronomer. The poet Attar was also born
Difesmna; Zokive there, who made a profound impression on
Vafalfar, 41436 Michelle Gilder, makker of the quilt entitled
Mool . Neyshabur. She was inspired by the colors of

Mohammad and Ali (the first Imam for Shi'ite
Muslims). The geometric quilt blocks reference
the mosque itself.

Spiritual Dilemma, by Zohre Vafaifar, depicts
the three names Allah, Mohammed, and Ali in
contemporary quilt blocks. This complicated
design was both a compositional and spiritual
challenge for Zohre, as part of her struggle to
reach a deeper understanding of herself and life
in general. She was very successful in rendering
the three-dimensional aspect of the blocks.

Transformative Power of Art

Zohre's quilt is but one example of the use of art
to examine and creatively express deep feelings
about faith. All of these quilts are part of a genre
of art which tries to help us understand our rela-
tionship to the transcendental. Robertson Davies,
the Canadian author, wrote, “All art is holy. Not
that it is all long-faced and miserable; it can be
wild and wooly. But if it transforms you, it is art.

Anditis holy” @D

Mishie Quittp Uelnitad | May 2011
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